As might be expected in a publication of this size there are a number of areas which lend themselves to criticism. The proposed design of anaesthetic rooms and the recommended positioning of operating theatre doors are examples. The implication that scrub-basins and monitors in the anaesthetic rooms were optional, and the support for the setting up of instrument trolleys in the operating theatre rather than in dedicated preparation areas are similarly controversial. It was also felt that other subjects such as the importance of natural light in the working environment and visual access to the external world, were somewhat neglected.
In the foreword the Secretary of the Health Department, Mr. B. V. McKay, states that this document has been adopted as policy by his Department. It is hoped, however, that he does not mean that it will become an inflexible 'bureaucratic bible' which ignores the needs of individuals and obstructs innovation. If, instead it is used by hospital planners to give 'authoritative guidance', as suggested by Dr. R. Holland, I believe that it will become an invaluable publication and as such should enjoy widespread success. As Winnie states in the preface, the interfascial concept of plexus block is a topic to which he has devoted a considerable amount of his professional life. This exceptional monograph deals with the theory of perivascular brachial plexus block and the means by which it may be achieved.
DAVIDGIBB
Despite its daunting size (for a monograph) it is very easy to read and understand, :partly because of the very practical style of writing, but also due to the multitude of exceptional colour illustrations. Winnie presents in historical perspective the methods of brachial plexus anaesthesia ranging from direct exposure, as used by Halstead and Crile, up to the present. The various techniques of brachial plexus block -axillary, subclavian and interscalene -are discussed at length; the effect of volume, needle direction and digital pressure on the level of anaesthesia obtained are supported by excellent radiographic evidence. A very good review is presented on the potential complioations along with an estimate of their frequency. Each chapter is followed by a very extensive biblibgraphy. This is an exceptionally well presented book which all those interested in regional anaesthesia should read. I await with interest Volume II which is presumably soon to follow. KEITH Indications for, planning of, and complications of, parenteral nutrition, are handled in a fairly standard way. The chapter on the paediatric patient duplicates some of the material in the other chapters, as would be expected.
The chapters of most interest to the anaesthetist are those of the Kinney, on clinical applications of gas exchange measurements; Biebuyck on intraoperative management of patients receiving parenteral nutrition; and Askanazi on respiratory complications of respiratory support.
